                                                     Lower Salford Township
Park Board Minutes
January 27, 2026

The January 27, 2026, meeting of the Park Board was called to order at 7 p.m. by Temporary Chairperson  Grace Kelley. In attendance were Kent Krauss, Stephanie Moyer, Jan Johnson, Ryan Beltz, Amy Burch, and Mark Kelley, and Andy Lazarro. 

Ms. Kelley opened the floor for nominations for Chairperson for 2026. Amy Burch motioned to nominate Kent Krauss and Mark Kelley seconded the motion. Nominations for Chairperson were closed. Ms. Kelley requested a motion to appoint Kent Krauss as Park Board Chairman for 2026. Andy Lazarro motioned for approval and Jan Johnson seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.  Ms. Kelley turned the meeting over to Chairman Kent Krauss.

Chairman Kent Krauss opened the floor for nominations for Vice-Chairman for 2026. Jan Johnson motioned to nominate Ryan Beltz and Mark Kelley seconded the motion.   Nominations for Vice-Chairman were closed.   Chairman Krauss made a motion to appoint Ryan Beltz as Park Board Vice-Chairman for 2026. Motion passed unanimously.

Chairman Krauss confirmed with Ms. Kelley that Holly Hosterman would continue to perform the duties of Secretary. 

Chairman Kent Krauss entertained a motion for approval of the October 28, 2025 minutes as presented. Mark Kelley motioned for approval of the minutes as written and Amy Burch seconded the motion.  Minutes unanimously approved as presented.

There were no visitors for public discussion.

Chairman Krauss asked Ms. Kelley for a quick summary of the upcoming Planning Commission Agenda. She noted that the agenda did not have any trail connections or open space to discuss at this time. 

The following reports were given for the various Township parks:

*Had no report due to snow covered parks

*Alderfer Park 
Bergey Park – Andy had no report, but Mark noted that the new scenic overlook at Bergey’s Mill is very nice 
*Briarwyck Park
Bucher Park – Mark reported that everything was fine, but noticed a tarp at the park. Chairman Krauss noted that was for the Public Works Department as they will be installing new playground equipment in warmer weather.
*Dannerth Memorial Park
*Groff’s Mill Park 
*Heckler Plains Farmstead. 
*Kulp Road Pond Park  
Park Avenue Field – Amy reported that both fields are snow-covered and that the signs from the newly installed fences have come down for the season.  
*Reed Park 
Reiff Park – Ryan Beltz reported that on the Reiff barn, a few roof panels have come loose. He made note that the Public Works Department is already aware. 
*Roth Park 
Trail Report – Nothing new to report. Snow covered.
*Wawa Park 
*Kiosk Report

Under New Business, Chairman Krauss noted that The Township is continuing to support to purchase of the Allebach property, with an EIT Open Space Tax referendum to be on the May primary ballot. All committee members have been invited to join the Citizens for Lower Salford PAC, which will meet on February 11th, at 7 p.m.

The Board asked Ms. Kelley where the Township stood with producing new Park Maps for the kiosks. Ms. Kelley questioned if a name had been determined for Park Avenue fields, so that she could add it. Chairman Krauss mentioned that he would discuss it with the Supervisors and report back to the Park Board so that updated maps could be produced.

The group discussed recent and future grant pursuits for park-related projects. The below were mentioned: 
· AWARDED - $250,000 from DCNR – Alderfer Park ADA Accessible Playground
· AWARDED - $164,000 from DEP – Streambank Restoration at Briarwyck Park
· AWARDED - $160,000 from County – Purchase of Bucher Property for Open Space
· FUTURE APPLICATION - $500,000 from DCNR for Allebach Property Purchase
· FUTURE APPLICATION - $500,000 from County for Allebach Property Purchase

Chairman Krauss also thanked the Rotary, the Harleysville Jaycee’s and the Harleysville Lions Club for their gracious contribution of $7,000 each to fund the addition of three AED’s in Lower Salford Parks. 

There was no trail committee update. 

Andy Lazarro asked how the Perkiomen Watershed was operating in the winter, and Ryan communicated that props to the Public Works Department for their collaboration with the Reiff Streambank project. Phase III will soon begin with help from the PA Outdoor Corp. The Reiff Greenhouse is also being utilized for PWC projects, as well as by Ursinus students for a new class.

There being no further business, Chairman Krauss entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 p.m. Mark Kelley motioned for approval and Andy Lazarro seconded the motion.  Meeting adjourned.

The next meeting of the Park Board will be February 24, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. at the Township Building. 

Respectfully submitted,
Grace Kelley
